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To  the  Chancellor  and  Regents  of  the  Universii;7  of  the  State 
■of  Deseret,  delivered  in  the  Bowery,  at  Great  Salt  Lake  City,  in 
presence  of  liis  Excellency.  Governor  Young,  A|ril    ITtii.,  Ib5l). 

Intelligence  is  the  great  governing  and  controling  principle  of 
the  Universe.  If  Gjd  were  not  in  possession  of  more  light,  knovvl- 
■edgc,  and  intelligence,  than  the  Devil,  he  conld  not  maintain  his 
goverrr-neiit,  or  dominions;  and  they  would  be  liable  to  be  over- 
thrown every  time  tiiat  evil  should  lift  itself  up  against  good.  If 
man  were  not  possessed  of  more  intelligence  tlian  brates,  he  could 
not  govern  them;  i'or  brutes  are  possessed  of  the  greater  physical 
force.  Does  the  animal  creation,  reason,  and  converse?  It  does. 
Ii  is  often  asserted  that  man  is  possessed  of  reason;  and  because 
he  can  reason  and  beasts  cannot,  he  is  the  superior.  The  daily 
and  general  obsen'ation  of  men  proves  this  principle  false;  brutes 
■d  >  reason,  and  some  of  them  reason  better  ihan  some  men.  Brutes 
talk.  Their  language  is  as  intellisible  to  others  of  the  same  spe- 
cies, as  mail's  is  to  his  fellows;  and  if  tlie  horse  does  not  under- 
sta'jd  the  langnage  of  the  cow,  or  the  wolf  the  deer;  or  any  species 
of  animal  should  not  understand  the  language  of  another  species, 
it  is  no  wonder,  so  long  as  n::cn  of  one  nation  or  language  or  dia- 
lect, do  nottuiderstand  the  language  of  another  nation,  language  or 
dialect. 

Bef  )re  sin  entered  into  the  v/orkl.  the  serpent,  tlie  most  degra- 
ded of  all  the  beasts  of  the  field,  spoke  the  language  of  man,  was 
understo  jd  by  him,  and  conversed  with  him;  and  will  any  one 
dare  to  assert  that  other  aisimals,  and  these  of  a  more  exah-.^d  na- 
ture, could  not  talk  as  well  as  the  serpe:)!?  If  So,  lot  him  prove  his 
assertion.  Birds  as  well  as  brutes;  talk:  and  distinctly  too.  Who, 
t'hit  has  listened  to  the  horrid  oaths  of  t!io  tame  crow  and  t?^c  par- 
rot, re  stated  distn;etly  frrrrn  the  lips  of  their  prison  keepers,  or 
owners, wiil  dare  siy  tlia!;  those  birds  can  never  bo  taught  to  pray, 
if  man  shall  become  enlightened  and  pious  enough  to  teach  them  ; 
as  r-cadily  c;S  they  are  now  tauglit  to  swear? 

As  wed  might  the  college  i^Mdnate  assert  that  tjie  Malay  and 
'Circassian  conld  not  talk,  and  had  no  language,  because  the  ig- 
norant  sophomore  could  not  u  i(.'ersta:;d  them  ;  as  for  tlie  crou',  the 
parrot,  tile  serpetit,  or  man,  to  say  that  other  brutes,  birds,  or  even 
the  ilshjs  could  not  talk,  because  their  language  is  unintelligible  to 
the  ignorant  assortor.  It  may  be  objected  to  the  gener  d  princi- 
])le,  t'nat  the  cases  mentioned,  and  others  that  might  be  mentio  i- 
ed,  are  exceptions  to  a  general  rule.  The  fact  is  admitted,  a  ,  I 
what  does  it  prove  ?  If  one  truth  exists  in  the  eircSe  of  our  acqnai.i- 


taiice,  another  of  like  kind  may  exist,  ol'  wliich  -.vo  arc  unacquainted; 
a;iJ  when  on/  minds  shd!  Irive  become  euli^litoiied  by  the  knowl- 
edge  ol*  the  s.'itond  t:at!i,  we  may  t!ien  be  as  well  prepared  lodit;- 
cover  two  more  truths,  making  lour,  as  U'C  v.'ure  the  second  by 
t;ie  first ;.  and  so  on  to  endless  pregrc-ssioii. 

How  inu':Ii  mere  wonderful  would  it  be,  for  man.  eventually, 
to  ascertain  lli.il  rdl  animals  and  birds,  fishes  and  insects,  had  as 
j  eribrt  a  kmguaj/e  and  speech  as  the  Ler{-ent  had,  and  the  parrot 
iias  ;  tium  to  fiud  all  the  confused  languages  and  dialects  of  earth, 
disjtensed  with,  i'cra  j.ure  language;  and  all  men  talking  one 
tc.igite  !  IJut  whether  it  will  be  so  or  not.  lo  us,  it  mattereth  not; 
our  ;,iescnt  design  is  to  keep  this  truth  in  view;  tliat  intelligence 
is  J  (  ?.*ser.'=-.cd  by  ah  things  that  iiave  life,  to  agreater  or  less  exttmt, 
according  to  their  caj)acities  ;  and  that  whenever  instinct  is  appli- 
ed to  brutes,  more  than  man.  a  lalse  term  is  substituted  ibrreasrn, 
and  truth  is  varnished  with  something  f:iUely  c;illed  science  ;  and 
any  man',  who  denies  these  truths,  and  undtistands  lai:guage, 
must  deny  his  own  daily  cLservation,  or  acknuw ledge  that  he 
has  been  idle  and  taken  no  observation. 

Correct  observation,  is  the  surest  kind  of  Kevelation,  and  hence, 
the  old  proverb, ''experience  is  the  best  echoohnasler  ;"'  and  were 
man's  observations  suliiciently  extensive,  he  would  never  need 
addiiionul  rev'elation ;  for  he  would  be  in  possession  of  all  the  in- 
telligence, his  nature  would  capacitate  him  to  make  use  of,  and  so 
long  as  the  most  learned  lexiotigraphers  of  the  .-ige  shall  deny  rea- 
son tc>"  brutes,  when  every  days  experience  proves  the  contrary  ; — 
and  their  Lexicons  shall  be  theeuoigii  of  knowledge  to  the  great 
family  of  nia:i ;  so  lojig  will  rkmi  grope  in  darkness,  if  it  be  noon 
day  ;  and  there  will  be  folly  ami  ignorance  enough  for  wise  men 
lo  look  upoji  and  .'5him  ;  and  the  )nan  that  is  truly  wise,  and  ol- 
servcsthe  follies  of  others,  and  siiuns  them,  may  increase  his  wii^- 
dom  just  as  well  as  though  he  had  experienced  the  s;.me  he  has 
observed  in  others,  and  save  himself  many  a  hard  thump,  aid 
!ciigj!ien  his  days  an  hundred  fold. 

This  might  prove  a  most  valuable  aciiuisition  to  those  who 
havf  no  religion,  c.xcej.t  such  as  lliey  are  afraid  will  die  With 
ill  ;m  ;  who  hope  tliey  have  a  hope,  and  hopie  thev  are  in  a  hope- 
ful w.-'y  lor  tljL"  hope  of  salvation,  but  know  not  thoir  (rue  stale 
of  existence,  as  n  gistered  in  tb.e  Heavens,  or  of  tlieir  future  juos- 
]>ecls,  whether  above  or  beneath  ;  or  of  the  nature  or  locality  tlicre- 
of,  and  camioi  say  with  the  ancients,  I  know  in  who  n  I  have 
i.eliovcd;  that  my  redeemer  will  htand  in  the  I.i)(tcr  IJays 
upori  theeavth;  aiid  that  I  shall  walk  and  talk  with  him,  and  see 
liim  for  myself,  for  it  IS  possible,  that  by  the  lengthning  of  their 
d'.iy^-i,  th'jy  v.'Ai'Jit  iiiiain  lo  this  knowledge. 
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A  man  may  speaJ  r-  whole  day  in  making  oosorvation  oi  otli- 
ers,  aad  not  hav^iDg  wisdom  o.ioiigii  to  sii-ia  tlisir  follies,  or  copy 
their  virtues,  have  to  liv^e  tomorrow:,  aivd  p3rha;.>s  a  week,  to  expe- 
rience ill  himself,  what  he  witnessed  in  otiiers  to-diy ;  and  what 
is  applicable  to  a  day,  or  week,  is  applicable  to  a  wiinle  life  ;  and 
if  men  would  ieani  ifOiH  oiiiCjS  experience,  tliey  wouiJ  gather 
more  knowledge  m  thirty  years,  t!i:i:i  they  now  gim  in  sixty  ; — 
and  their  last  thirty  years  might  be  aj^phed  to  the  further  advance- 
ment of  their  intelligence. 

The  true  age  of  man,  is  the  amount  of  intelligence  ac  paired, 
and  labor  performed,  and  not  the  number  of  years  he  has  lived. — 
Should  man  exist  forever,  learn  Jiothing  and  do  nothing,  his  life 
would  be  a  vacuum;  his  reward  would  be  accordiug  to  ins  works; 
no  location  or  space  would  be  required  for  his  future  entertaiimient. 
That  man,  then,  who  does  thi  most,  in  reality  lives  the  longest, 
and  Will  receive  the  greatest  reward ;  and  so  i'a:  us  men  use 
their  knowledge,  the  one  who  does  the  most,  must  con-sepiently 
know  the  most,  hence  intelligence  is  the  governing  priucipie. 

If  the  Gods  hai  not  possessed  intelligence  to  govern  and  direct 
their  faith,  they  might  have  labored  until  the  present  time,  to  cre- 
af.e  a  world,  and  the  earth  would  have  been  no  nearer  its  present 
form,  than  it  was  at  its  chaos,  unless  it  had  been  by  chance  ;  and 
a  poor  chan;e  too,  for  if  they  had  not  had  the  recjui&ite  knowledge, 
all  the  Gods  of  eternity  mignt  have  labored  until  this  time,  without 
producing  a  spider's  web,  and  that  would  be  a  poor  chance  to  hang 
a  vv^orld  on. 

As  the  Gods  are  governed  and  govern  by  intelligence;  man.  the 
image  of  his  maker,  should  be  gov^ersied  by  the  same  principle  ; — 
and  no  matter  from  whence  the  intelligence  is  derived,  whether 
from  the  heavens  above,  from  the  earth  beneath,  or  fi-om  lioU  un- 
der the  eartli ;  the  man  who  possesses  the  purest  and  most  exten- 
si'/e  fountain  of  iute  ligencs,  m  ist,  and  will  be  the  man  to  hold 
the  preeminence,  and  preside  over  the  destinies  of  his  fellow  be- 
ings on  the  earth  ;  and  should  a  combination  of  intelligences 
succeed  in  taking  his  life,  the  princi])le  remains  good,  for  the  next 
most  intcljigent  mm  will  s'lceoed  him,  just  as  one  ray  of  light 
succeeds  another.  And  why  ?  heca'.ise  the  ])rinciple  is  godlike, 
and  eternal;  it  had  no  beginniiig,  it  will  have  no  end. 

(Jjuld  i  believe,  for  a  moment,  that  there  is  a  man  on  the  earth, 
so  fir  di/ested  of  good  sense  as  to  doubt  this  a.5sei"tio  i,  I  w  ^'ild 
go  further,  and  state  for  his  beaent,  that,  ii"  it  be  i  pn. icile  ii 
ail  ;  if  intoUiggnce  is  a  principle,  it  is  a  correct  pri  icipie,  ii  is  a 
governing  principle,  for  no  beiiig  ever  did  a  thing  he  did  nn  ktiow 
liow  to  do;  and  wherever  principle  exists  it  1:3  true,  f^sich  a 
thin.g  as  false  princij'le,  never  did,  ajid  never  will  exist:  and  wh  y 
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iiccr.isc  pniici;.'le  is  c!c;aoiil,  l"u!ida:rr;-.it;il  ti'ith.  whic'i  ciiDiot  be 
aiiercvl  c  r  c!i  liigcd,  by  liino,  place,  ciiCimistaace,  or  oporaicr ;  aiid 
lei  i;:o.i  or  Jeviis  icy  as  m  icii  as.they  i)leasj  tn  change  it,  it  is  tiutii 
Siill,  pmu  uleaicMt,  aad  all  that  t'allible  beings  can  do  witti  h, 
towards  varyiii^  its  organic  bt/actuiC,  is  to  I'-eivert  its  aj'i-hcalioij 
or  US'.;. 

Is  there  siicli  a  tiling  as  false  eleni-^nt ':  My  objectm-  s  lys,  y>s  ! 
Please  tell  me,  sir,  how  much  false  element  it  woui  I  roi  n/e  t  > 
constitute  a  world  like  ours? — i  wait  in  vain  for  a  reply.  \Veil 
llien,  jjle^ise  tell  mo  how  niuch  false  truth  it  would  take  to  ;ii  dee 
one  fnndaniental.  true  truth? — All  creation  is  sile.it,  and  let  coi- 
tion remain  silent,  till  these  cpic^tions  are  answe^'e.l.  or  the  'acts 
arc  acknowledged,  for  all  creation,  all  worlds,  and  beings  therein 
contained,  are  composed  of  elenieut.  even  the  DevUs  arc  compose! 
of  element,  of  principle,  of  eternal  trnlh,  and  what  make  .  ihnn 
sj  miserable,  is,  that  tlijy  have  pe  verici  their  e.v.ibtence.  a  id 
made  a  wrong  use  of  it. 

Every  intelligent  principle,  (and  lliere  is  no  principle  but  wh:-.t 
is  intelligent,)  came  fro:ii  God;  v.  as  co-exisiont  'ft'irli  hiia:  was 
bora  with  him  if  iie  cor  was  born;  h..  I  a  b.'ginnln^  w!th 
him,  if  he  had  a  begiiming  ;  and  if  iw  liad  not,  land  \vc  (•..■ruiirdy 
had  no  beginning.)  intelligence  had  no  beginning;  and  tiiat  which 
iiad  no  beginning  ctiii  liavc  no  end;  and  all  intelligc  ice,  wlietlier 
]>ossessed  by  angels  or  men,  devils  or  brutes,  is  ns  endless  and  un- 
changeable as  the  Gcd  of  all  the  Gods;  and  all  that  finite  mortals 
or  immortals  can  do  with  it  is  to  use  it  aii_dit,  or  pervert  its  use. 
A  thousand  falsehoods  would  not  make  one  truth  ;  and  a  universe 
of  li<'s  Would  not  constitute  <;ne  pri  unple  ;  and  when  men  talk 
about  false  prinriplc^  they  talk  foolislily  ;  are  so  ignorant  cf  prin- 
ciple they  do  not  understand  the  use  of  language  ;  or,  are  wilfully 
blind,  and  want  to  make  others  as  blind  as  themselves,  lest  their 
neighbors  should  .see  beyond  them,  and  over-reach  them  in  their 
calculations;  and  ev(>ry  stickler  for  false  jninciples,  may  take  which 
liorn  of  tlie  dilemma  he  c.b.ooses;  on  one  or  t!i..'  other  of  the  three 
he  must  iiang,  till  lie  will  give  up  his  false  principles. 

With  some  men,  art,  science,  intelligence  is  inherer.t.  ^lany 
individuals,  in  this  generation,  have  ari.son,  who,  without  instruc- 
tion, without  ed  ication,  W(Mild  instantly  answer  mathematical 
ipieytions  presented,  which  would  cost  inaiheinaticians  days  or 
v/ceks  of  luud  labor,  close  investigation,  and  figures  almost  with- 
out ninubcr.  Sn.h  inherent  minds  grasp  at  the  solution  of  prob- 
lems by  iiitnitio  j.tmdlheir  inlelligence  the.ein  is  as  natural  to  them, 
a.s  their  existence,  and  the  s  ilniioii  is  as  easily  given,  as  the  swal- 
1   wing  of  a  dish  of  inusli  and  milk. 

Fi'oxa  \vhc::c9  his  this  i::tuil:on  originated  ?     Frcm  Gcd.     It  is 


a  portion  of  himself,  a  part  of  his  owm  existence  ;  it  is  intelligence, 
and  a  s.iiiioie  it  atnoa  it  of  i.ileihge  jce  m  any  being  would  make 
co.istitate,  or  luxin  L..ie  spint  a..:d  btdy  of  a  pcifect  (jlod.  lias 
God  a  body?  Ail  G'-yds  nave  bodies.  c.v:eept  the  christian's  iivd. 
ADi\iha:u's  God  had  a  body,  and  eai  at  the  same  table  witii  hiai  ; 
M.-ses  talked  with  him  fac3  to  face  ;  and  Ad.un  w_is  foiTiiod  ai  h;s 
perfect  tike  iCSS.  'I'ho  I'aaai-s  aie  so  tei.acior.s  ol  tlie  b(.ay  vi 
tricii  G-jd,  that  if  he  has  not  got  a  body,  ihey  vviU  make  him  one; 
and  hence  the  origin  of  Idols.  Whea  men  began  to  forget  liie 
true  (ji.k\,  and  became  christians,  falsely  so  called,  and  began  to 
worship  a  God  cf  their  own  vain  imagination,  without  be.oly,  ],arls, 
or  passions,  tlie  good  sense  of  heathenism  was  ashameci,  and 
bega  i  to  make  Gods  witn  their  own  hands  ;  so  necessary  was  it,  m 
tneir  view  tiiat  God  siionld  have  a  budy,  that  without  a  body 
th'-*y  cijnsidered  him  no  Gcd,  and  very  justly  too. 

lint,  again,  what  is  this  intuitioa  of  some  men  which  is  a  portion 
of  Deity  ?  It  is  revelation.  It  is  tlie  possessing  of  knowledge  in 
a  g<;dlike  manner,  \\  itnout  the  aid  of  reason.  The  Gods  do  not 
reason  concerning  any  tiimg  committed  to  their  charge.  They 
see  as  they  arc  seen  ;  they  iinow  as  they  are  known  ;  and  behold 
th3  .3  id  h-oni  tii;3  beginni.ig  of  any  prjposition.  This  to  men,  is 
iL'.velation,  Uitellige.ice,  intnitiun,  by  which  all  problems  are  solved 
at  ttiought.  A  very  little  oftiiiij  n. tuition  of  the  Gods  committed 
to  mail,  makes  him  a  v/OLider,  a  jirodigy,  among  his  species  ;  and 
wnen  snch  an  one  has  made  his  appearance  among  the  learned  m 
tills  age,  he  has  no  more  been  received,  his  talents  appreciated,  or 
ins  wisdom  patronized,  than  Jesus  was  among  the  learned  Doctors 
his  day  ;  aJtiiough  many  of  the  mcst  important  inventions  and 
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disct^ivOiks  a;d  impiovemeats  have  arisen  with  men  who  have 
never  trod  oii  tiie  tiocr  oi  a  C(dlege  Hall. 

The  n.itivo  giit^  of  men  a^e  as  various  as  then*  phiz.  Some  of 
the  greatest  iiitinLK..nsts  that  have  ever  lived,  were  so  ignorant  of 
the  Use  of  ;he  pen  a /d  {.e.icii,  that  they  were  incapable  of  leaving 
their  inmwledge  i  i  writing.  Many  snch  have  died  unmourned  by 
a  heartless  woild,  and  tlieir  inteliige.iCe  was  lost  with  them;  while 
some  have  been  born,  alnn  st  v.itli  aiphll  m  their  fingers,  so  natural 
has  been  tfieir  gift  for  writing ;  but  when  tlie  clods  have  covered 
their  heads,  all  that  was  leit  for  their  ejjitaph,  was  a  few  black 
marks,  the  mere  remembrancer  oi  others  thoughts,  to  }:lease  the 
eye  of  the  traveller. 

So  tenacious  have  been  popular  colleges  and  schools  <^f  the 
moneyed-monopolies-of-their-chartered-|;ursc-strings,  that  when 
any  prodigy  of  intelligence,  or  scientific  genius  has  made  his  appear- 
ance and  opened  up  tlie  lii^ihway  of  knov.  led^^^^e  on  any  subject,  in  so 
brief  and  simple  a  form,  lliat  a  ciuld  might  learn  in  u  week,  what 


would  talc3  them  rrioutlis  or  years  lo  teac'i,  thsy  have  lookod  upon 
liiin  as  u  fcirral  c!)m,)CtitOi-,  wiiosus  presj.ico  tiiey  could  not  eadiire; 
and  if  he:  did  not  <le[)art  at  theii"  nod,  thay  wouid  persecute  him 
witn  all  ma  nior  cf  slaader  and  abase,  i'.n-  t!io  ^xki  ot"  coucc-alin:^ 
t'ljirlg  lora.icc,  and  sAvni;^  their  pjuula;ity  ;  a.id  bjc  lasj  t!ie  0)1- 
le^'js  hav^e  raised  th:;  huj  and  cr/,  the  m>ot  exihed  ot'  naturas 
guts,  and  nie  i  of  trne  science,  have  alike  been  trnnij)e^ed  to  their 
graves,  with  onrang-ontatig  eloquence,  by  the  ignorant  multitnde. 

Bnt  why  is  the  ninUitnde  ignorant  ?  Why  arc  not  men  educa- 
ted \n  christian  countries,  wiiere  universities,  colleges,  and  semi- 
naries have  existed  for  centuries  ?  Because  that  "purse  proud 
jTofcssors,"  liave  combined  with  those  who  have  the  rule  over 
them;  such  as  Chancellors,  Re;^ents.  and  (xuardiaus,  to  clotlie 
their  doings  in  scientific  mystery  and  make  the  ignorant  mass  be- 
lieve tliat  their  towers  of  fame  are  so  bigii,  they  could  oiily  be 
readied  by  golden  rounds ;  and  should  any  one  attempt  the 
mighty  assent  by  any  other  ladder,  it  would  rot,  and  tlie  presump- 
tuous aspirant  would  fall  before  he  could  reicli  the  threshold  i)f 
their  sanctuary. 

Ate  christian  colleges  alone  censurabb  for  the  ignorance  of 
men?  IS'o  !  but  there  the  seeds  of  miserly  ignorance  are  s  »wn  , 
and  cultivated  with  skillful  hands,  until  the  fruit  is  sutficiently 
ripened,  to  be  transplanted  into  the  various  thoroughfares  of  soci- 
ety by  diplomilic  skdl,  and  I'rom  thence  tiiey  arc  found  spreading 
into  every  walk  of  social  life,  whi.'rever  5g  lorance  has  credulity 
etiougii  to  nourish  them,  until  they  may  be  found  in  every  couicil 
of  state,  in  every  legislative  hall,  makujgl.iws  that  none  but  those 
that  arc  as  ignorant  or  learned  as  tliemsolvcs  s'lall  sit  on  the  judg- 
ment seat,  ))lead  at  tlie  bar,  relieve  the  pangs  oi"  iho  dying,  wrap 
liims{!lf  in  the  sacerdotal  robe,  or  as[)irc  to  any  brancii  of  business. 
<>r  ])rofession  that  shall  bring  gold  to  their  colfcrs :  and  shoiild  a 
Henry,  a  Thompson,  or  a  Whitlield  ariii^e  in  all  the  i,utuiijive  great- 
ness of  nature's  majestic  imeUig'mco,  to  dispel  the  fog  of  legal 
rnyt'tiiy,  ligiit  the  lamp  of  medical  science,  or  attempt  to  point 
the  weary  travellers  lo  a  habitation  of  rest,  beyond  tb.e  grave; 
ihey  mu^t  sit  down  again,  and  sit  in  silence,  <ir  r;sk  a  mui'iyA'dom 
for  their  temerity. 

But  why  is  this?  Because  these  geniuses  of  natun;.  have  not 
spout  n  rcrldin  iiinnber  oi'  i/ucrs  iii  some  iiiiralij  endoual,  '•xnCx. 
pojjular  institution,  so  as  to  keep  the  trade  godd  ;  and  bo>;au:ji!  theif 
ran  do  wlial  liberally  educated  men  ranmd  do.  if  men  learn 
without  spending  a  certain  tunnber  of  yearsuL  college,  there  is  no 
jjicome  fur  the  diplom.i,  and  the  jwfessor's  pmse  will  grov/  light. 
Should  mi\  Icar.-t  tlie  true  science  of  ]\iedicine,  law,  (h-  Divniity 
without  a  Diploma  J  Theological  Seminaries,  Law  I:Jchools,  and 


Medical  Halls,  would  cease  for  want  of  professors ;  the  golden 
ladder  that  leads  to  their  Elysian  walks,  would  be  broken,  their 
livings  would  be  destroyed. 

i''rom  whence  have,  learned  men  derived  their  most  valuable 
inforniatiou  ?  Ask  the  most  intelligent  physicians,  those  who 
have  waded  throirfh  ai!  ttie  windings  of  scientific  halls,  ask  iheni 
who  his  made  tiie  greatest  discoveries  i;i  the  healing  art,  and  they 
v/ill  tell  yon ;  or  search  their  writings  and  there  you  may  read 
their  answer,  "Studeists  of  JKiture,  empyrics;  those  who  have 
had  native  talents  for  the  profession,  and  are  graduates  of  Natures 
College;"  and  are  sach  men,  the  greatest  benefactors  of  their 
race,  to  be  despised  by  christcnidom  in  the  nineteenth  century? — 
They  have  been  despised,  they  are  despised  and  persecuted;  and 
so  long  as  this  remains  true  in  respect  to  one  profession,  the  prin- 
ciple wdl  remain  good  in  relation  to  the  various  professions  ;  and 
so  long  ninety-nine  hundredths  of  t!ie  people  will  remain  in  igno-- 
ranco,  and  such  might  well  be  thankful,  that  ''where  ignorance  is 
bliss  'tis  folly  to  be  Avise." 

Wliere  is  the  ju&tice  ;  what  kind  of  equity  bears  rule  in  the 
minds  of  the  learned  professors,  when  they  will  grant  a  diploma 
to  a  man  who  has  spent  three,  four  or  seven  years  with  them,  and 
paid  them  well  for  t'leir  tuition,  althoii'^h  the  man  himself,  i j  to  neir 
bemg  a  natnral  fool  that  he  has  no  comprehension  of  a  hundredth 
part  of  the  matter  that  has  been  presented  before  him  ;  and  at  the 
same  tiujc,  will  deny  another  man  his  diploma,  who  has  gone 
ihrou^h  all  their  regular  studies,  in  one  or  two  years,  and  has  a 
good  understanding  of  tliem,  and  all  because  he  has  not  stayed 
ills  time  out,  and  payed  fnll  bills  for  services  never  had  !  It  is 
pocket  justice.  It  is  golden  equity.  Where  such  justice  and 
equity  bear  rule,  snperior  intellect,  strong  memory,  acute  judg- 
meat,  penetration,  perseverance,  untiring  industry,  and  heavenly 
intelligence  are  of  no  use,  only  to  serve,  the  college  president  and 
professors  as  stiriu p  holders  and  boot  blacks. 

At  sacli  institutions,  diplomas  are  not  granted  for  merit,  for 
learning,  for  intelligence,  for  mdustry  ;  but  for  time,  for  gold,  for 
the  '-mighty"  dollars  paid  into  the  coffers  of  those  richly  endow- 
ed institutions,  whose  "benevolence  knows  no  bounds"  for  the 
God  they  worship.  Is  not  this  tlie  case  generally  with  colleges 
tlnrongiiout  Christendom  ?  If  it  is  not,  it  is  because  they  have 
changed  their  principles  since  intelligence  has  been  received  from 
the  other  world  ;  and  could  such  intelligence  be  received,  most 
gladly  wonld  I  cease  my  address  to  give  thanks  to  my  Heavenly 
i^'ather  for  the  glorious  nevv's,  for  the  spirit  of  reformation  and  pro- 
gression it  would  mmifest  to  me,  towards  the  exaltation  of  my 
fellow  beings,  in  true  science.     But  no  such  cheering  intelligence 


salutes  my  cars.  If  my  position  ;  if  my  statements  arc  false,  let 
tlie  le.irued  presidents  aud  j)rofessors.  chmceilors  and  regents  of 
■cliriste.idom,  on  whom  t!iey  are  chargoJ.  speak  oa',a  id  s'low  me 
my  error,  and  I  will  make  t'le  retraction  as  b.-oad  at,  thj  assertion; 
an  1  niilil  tliey  shall  do  this,  let  all  honcsi  and  good  men 
believe  tiiat  I  hive  told  t'.ie  truth:  for  truth  always  courts  investi- 
gation, while  ignorance  will  sk;ilk  i  )to  mid  nirht  d:irk:iess. 

When  f.l.c'iood  cannot  answer  trnth,  it  will  cry  out,  '-let  it 
alone  :  the  less  yon  have  to  do  with  it  t'le  better  :  it  is  no  good 
any  how  ;  be  still  ;  talce  jio  notice  of  it,  if  yon  do.  you  will  be 
deceived."  Suc!i  like  assertions  have  become  so  old  and  stale, 
that  the  Uevil  is  ash  rncd  ■^<'  thorn.  Is  jiroof  wanted?  Tiie  whole 
world  has  been  trying  to  bol  .;ve,  for  a  I'tni;;  thm,  th.^.t  there  ws 
to  be  no  more  revoiatuni;  liuit  i}M  had  sealed  up  his  lips  ;  has 
done  speaki.ig  for  ever ;  but  recently,  cinistian  and  infidel,  aic  be- 
ginning to  think  that  he  h.isspolccn  again  t'nrongh  his  Ponijhkeep- 
sic  seer  and  prophet,  and  through  many  lessor  seers:  a-id  all  just 
because  his  Satanic  majesty  has  seen  fit  to  commence  revelation, 
as  the  only  way  to  comtx^te  with  t\Me  G-M  of  Irrael.  in  his  woik. — 
For  a  long  time  his  m  ijesty  siid  there  was  t^i  be  no  mo^e  revela- 
tion, and  when  more  came,  h-;  said  ''let  it  alone,  take  no  n'.ti,'j  of 
it  or  you  will  be  deceived,'-  but  when  iHf  :  eople  woiild  believe 
this  no  longer,  he  commenced  ',nvi'!g  revelation  hlnk'elf  and  ma- 
ny believed  in  him  :  and  if,  when  tlicy  can  no  loiiirer  m  ikc  t!ie 
people  believe  that  I  have  spoken  falsely  concerning  them,  the 
odicers  of  christian  collesies,  wiii  come  out,  own  the  trnt'i  a"d  re- 
form, for  the  benefit  of  the  who!,-;  people  :  I  will  thank  G^  d  a  -.d 
take  courage. 

But  Avhat  is  to  be  imdersI->od  by  the  term  "■libcrnlhj  evd'iwod 
ins.'itiifioiis  ?''  a  cer(a-i  in^t't -iti^'i  t't  o.  in:>  recc^ived  a  liberal,  an. 
immense  amount  of  funds  !rom  tlie  )-ublic.  a!:d  ncvn- made  any 
r  ;tur  is  therc.''or.  If  this  is  not  tne  true  nn-aning  aceordin::  to  pop-^ 
ul.ir  lexicographical  actio. I,  I  am  ignorant  i»f  terms;  and  mmI!  bt? 
obliged  to  any  Ctllejc  in  clhi-stendoni  that  will  correct  me  ■:  and 
should  some  l«;arned  ,  roG.'ssor,  or  ))r«'sidoMt,  objivt  to  the  defini- 
tion, and  say  the  in  ;litnti(  n  islilier.iily  snppli(?d  withbooks^  maps, 
ch:u-ts,  diagrams,  a;  piraiiis.  fnie  and  c.  mmodiuns  btiildinas,  <rar- 
de.js  walks,  tlower-betk,  Jtc.  &,e.  it  is  admitted:  but  who  fays 
for  it  ?  The  stud 'ut  :  a  id  no  mm  mi/  st.iy  there  a  day.  who 
<l)cs  not  pay  well  for  the  use  of  thc^e  things.  Diit  the  profoss-^r 
CO  tiunes,  "he  nays  ooi  for  tlie  ii.so  of  these  things,  but  for  our 
tcaciiings."'  What  d«  cs  tl'.s  imply?  surely  tliar  tlie  buildings, 
b'o'cs,  gar  lens,  apparatus  viL,c..  couit  tntj  the  college;  and  presi- 
dents, professors,  tutors  Sic,  have  no  part  in  the  matter :  they  are 
not  liberally  endowed:  they  must  be  paid  for  every  tiling  they  do: 
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fessors  the  liberal  privilege,  of  procuring  a  liberal  income,  by 
granting  a  liberal  hoeing,  with  their  own  liberal  hands,  to  their 
own  liberally  acquired  potatoes,  that  their  liberally  endowed  liv- 
ings, may  no  longer  depend  on  the  liberal  donations,  of  their  lib- 
eral friends,  who  have  worked  liberally,  to  give  them  a  liberal 
living,  and  in  return  have  received  no  liberality,  only  what  they 
have  liberally  paid  for  in  advance. 

Such  a  multiplymg  of  colleges  by  the  scattering  of  bricks,  books 
and  bell  ropes,  might  be  very  profitable  for  the  people  generally, 
if  their  books  were  not  so  mystified  by  dying  ignorance,  and 
clothed  in  dead  languages,  so  that  a  man  must  spend  one  life,  to 
learn  to  read  anything  therein  written  ;  and  books  are  thus  writ- 
ten to  prevent  the  common  people  from  reading  :  and  were  the 
books  which  are  now  printed,  written  in  living  languages,  the 
people  generally  would  become  informed,  education  as  a  profes- 
sion would  cease,  and  the  craft  would  be  at  an  end,  as  liberally, 
and  effectually  as  though  it  had  never  existed,  while,  as  they 
now  exist,  most  books  are  calculated  to  darken  science,  by  words 
without  knowledge. 

Why  are  dead  languages  generally  taught  in  colleges  to  tlie  ex- 
clusion of  the  living  ?  '-for  the  purpose  of  disciplining  the  mind," 
Who  gave  this  answer  ?  The  colleges,  who  by  producing  mental 
death,  liberally  endow  the  dead  and  useless  languages;  but  men 
of  sense  and  thought  will  understand,  that  the  mind  can  be  disci- 
plined as  well  by  a  living  language,  as  a  dead  one  ;  were  it  not  so. 
it  would  be  of  the  utmost  importance  for  all  who  would  become 
conversant  with  human  nature,  to  resort  to  the  grave-yards,  and 
spend  their  hours  among  the  bones  and  ashes  of  gone  by  genera- 
tions, rather  than  seek  the  society  of  the  living.  This  doctrine 
may  be  sweet  to  the  surgeon  short  of  patients,  but  hard  to  be  be- 
lieved by  philosophers, 

But  "many  of  the  studies,  and  a  great  proportion  of  the  intelli- 
gence of  popular  books,  are  written  in  the  dead  languages,  and 
students  must  learn  them  to  get  at  the  information  therein  con- 
tained." True;  but  if  the  intelligence  contained  in  these  dead 
books  is  so  very  good  that  it  cannot  be  dispensed  with,  why  have 
not  learned  professors  translated  them,  so  that  all  men  might  read 
them  in  their  own  language  ?  Here  craft  is  in  danger  again,  foi 
if  books  were  written  so  plain  and  easy  to  be  understood,  that  all 
men  could  learn  for  themselves,  there  would  be  but  little  use  fo' 
professors  hire. 

Of  what  use  are  the  dead  languages  ?  Says  the  Doctor  of  Di- 
vinity, "it  is  necessary  that  students  should  understand  them,  so 
as  to  read  the  Holy  Scriptures  in  the  original."  Where  would  be 
the  necessity  of  this  if  the  doctors  or  professors  would  translate 
them  correctly  ?  We  could  then  read  them  correctly  in  our  own 
tongue.  If  they  cannot  translate  them  correctly,  they  cannot 
teach  others  to  do  it ;  and  if  they  can  translate  correctly,  why  the 
great  diversity  of  trapslations  among  the  learned?     If  the  graet 
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diversified  and  contradictory  translations  of  the  Sacred  Records 
arise  from  the  ignorance  of  tlie  learned  professors  of  Christendom, 
We  can  very  well  dispense  with  their  college  services.  We  are 
ignorant  enough  of  ourselves,  without  their  tuition  :  and  if  they 
know  how  to  translate  correctly,  &/ alike,  &  will  pervert  the  mean- 
ino-  of  the  sacred  volume,  we  have  still  less  use  for  their  labors; 
for  satan  can  do  enough  such  work  of  his  own,  without  their  help. 

Where  then  shall  the  honest  man's  confidence  centre,  in  this, 
ihe  nineteenth  century,  the  boasted  age  of  light  and  liberty?  where 
shall  wisdom  be  found,  and  intelligence  unveil  itself,  while  there 
is  not  learning  or  lionesty  enough  in  all  Christendom  to  translate 
the  Holy  Bible  correctly;  no  two  agreeing;  all  boasting  overitheir 
i^reat  learning,  aniniourning  over  the  ignorance  of  their  fathers, 
and  at  the  same  tme  cannot  tell  the  meaning  of  their  father's 
words?  If  they  could,  they  could  translate  correctly,  and  alike, 
jover  all  Christendom.  O  shame!  where  is  thy  blush,  wlien  thou 
lookest  on  such  learned  ignorance,  and  listens  to  their  pompous, 
empty  boastings! 

Wliat  are  the  dead  languages  good  for?  They  are  good  to  feast 
the  mother  of  harlots;  and  are  being  served  up  as  a  final  supper,  to 
her,  and  her  degenerate  offspring,  and  they  will  soon  dejiart  from 
the  banquet  tabic  of  their  dead  cnrcasses  to  a  long  night  of  silence, 
when  their  boastings  will  be  heard  no  more,  for  ever! 

What  is  the  use  of  learning?  It  is  used  by  the  few  to  enslave 
the  many.  What  should  be  the  use  of  learning?  It  should  be  used 
as  a  miglity  engine  to  do  good,  to  exalt  all  men  to  greater  glory; 
and  if  all  the  learned  men  of  Christendom  had  known  this,  and 
practised  upon  it  for  the  last  two  centuries,  doing  as  they  would 
be  done  unto,  instead  of  a  miserly  endowed  college,  once  in  two, 
three  or  five  hundred  miles,  doing  little  or  no  good,  a  general  dif- 
fusion of  knowledge  would  have  transpired  among  the  peo])le;  and 
the  scriptiures  of  eternal  tnitli  would  have  been  fransuiicd,  and 
read  in  every  living  language  under  the  whole  heavens. 

If  the  due  organization  of  proper  officers,  constitute  a  college; 
and  the  buildings,  books,  Al-c,  are  mere  apj  endages;  if  tJie  officers 
and  professors  are  the  main  spring,  to  put  in  motion  all  other  parts 
of  the  machinery,  then  that  college  only  may  truly  be  said  to  be 
liberally  endowed,  whose  tuition,  hfrci:;  and  that  institution  wliich 
has  received  liberally,  and  does  not  impart  as  liberally,  by  making 
free  its  tuition,  instead  of  being  libcnilly  endowed,  is  endowed  like 
the  miser,  his  colleis  have  been  liberally  supplied,  and  that  is  the 
end  of  his  greatness  and  goodness;  he  iK'ilher  u.scs  his  funds,  nor 
sutlers  others  to  use  them,  unless  he  can  receive  in  return  a  double 
reward;  and  every  institution  endowed  with  such  miserly  princi- 
ples, will  kei'p  every  man  in  ignorance,  who  is  not  able  to  asoeiul 
their  golden  ronnd.^,  and  feast  their  glittering  G(h1s. 

(Jf  what  use  arc  popular  di])lomas?  They  add  honor,  wi;;iltji. 
and  fame  to  their  titled  possessors.  They  vac  tinkling  cymbals, 
forthcoming  at  llie  call  of  gold.     What  mean  the  empty,  high 
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sounding  titles  of  Doctor  of  Laws,  Doctor  of  Medicine,  Doctor  of 
Divinity?  Whatever  was  intended,  the  true,  literal  meaning  is, 
their  laws  are  sick,  and  a  doctor  is  created  to  cure  them.  Their 
medicines  are  poison,  and  their  doctors  are  appointed  to  convert 
and  heal  them  if  he  can,  while  suffering  humanity  is  left  to  die 
neglected.  Their  divinity  is  on  the  wane,  their  gods  have  become 
old,  blind,  and  decrepid,  and  are  their  Doctors  of  Divinity  sent  forth 
to  revive  the  expiring  spark,  ope  the  hearing  ear,  and  quicken  the 
all  searching  eye  of  their  object  worship?  No!  Gods  without 
body,  parts,  or  passions,  are  not  subjects  for  the  doctor;  he  can  on- 
ly stand,  by  his  golden  altar,  and  cry,  "great  is  the  God  I  worship: 
he  is  Almighty;  his  centre  is  every  wliere,  and  his  circumference 
no  where:"  and  he  miglit  add  in  truth,  I  am  bigger  than  my  Godn 
for'-any  being  without  a  body  is  no  being  at  all:  and  we  leave  this 
Doctor  of  Divniity  to  doctor  up  the  credulity  of  the  ignorant  mul- 
titude, and  make  the  most  he  can  of  it,  for  his  own  benefit. 

It  is  often  asserted  with  much  truth,  "that  it  is  hard  to  learn 
old  dogs  new  tricks;"  but  it  is  far  easier  to  learn  them  new  tricks, 
than  it  is  to  break  them  of  their  old  ones;  and  the  principle  is 
equally  as  true  when  applied  to  men  as  to  brutes.  Gentlemen,  I 
have  introduced  a  few  of  tJie  fooleries;  a  little  of  the  avarice,  and 
cunning;  and  a  small  amount  of  the  wickedness,  that  is  pervading 
the  walks,  of  a  popular  college  life;  that  you  may  shun  them  at 
the  beginning,  and  not  have  to  unlearn,  what  most  literary  insti- 
tutions must  unlearn,  if  they  would  ever  become  the  benefactors 
of  mankind.  I  delight  not  to  dwell  on  the  faults  of  my  fellow 
beings,  or  expose  them  to  the  public  gaze;  but  if  we  do  not  take  a 
])assing  observation,  so  that  vv'e  may  shun  them,  we  are  liable  to 
fall  nito  the  same  errors,  and  a  great  portion  of  our  short  existence 
]s  liable  to  be  spent,  in  experiencing  things  of  no  value,  which  we 
might  have  shunned,  therefore  it  is  wisdom  for  wise  men  to  keep 
then"  eyes  and  ears  open  to  every  thing,  shun  the  evil,  and  embrace 
tlie  good,  whenever  and  wherever  presented. 

A  great,  and  mighty  people  are  now  looking  to  you,  to  lay  the 
foundation  and  guide  the  erection  of  a  superstructure  for  a  univer- 
sity, that  shall  introduce  them  and  their  posterity  to  a  perpetual 
increase  of  knowledge,  science,  and  intelligence;  and  should  you 
falter,  in  the  execution  of  the  enterprise;  should  you  fall  into  the 
by-ways,  labarynths  and  darkness  of  like  institutions,  you  will 
find  every  hand  of  an  abused  patronage,  will  be  an  Ishmaelite 
aeainst  you;  I  sj^eak  not  this,  because  I  fear,  or  doubt  of  your  de- 
signs; far  from  it;  I  kiiov/  your  worth;  lvalue  your  inteUigence;  J 
appreciate  your  integrity;  and  have  no  feelings  of  dubiety  concern- 
ing your  oj)erations;  but  I  simply  speak  the  feelings  of  a  noble 
people,  who  are  zealous  of  their  rights  and  privileges  with  a  God- 
like zeal. 

Open  then  the  flood  gates  of  intelligence  to  all  who  may  seek 
shelter  from  the  blasts  of  political  warfare,  party  strife,  and  nation- 
al jerplexities,  in  our  peaceful  vale,  appiopriate  the  early  fundb"  oi,' 
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the  institution  you  represent,  to  qualifying  teachers  for  all  common 
schools,  and  academies;  and  begin  to  collect  such  apparatus,  books, 
&c.,  as  shall  be  necessary  for  the  rapid  improvement  of  children, 
and  youth,  purge  the  English  language  of  all  superfluous  letters, 
figures  aiid  combinations;  stem  the  tide  of  popular  ignorance,  de- 
lusion, and  falsehood;  print  books  that  a  child  may  read,  and  when 
read,  may  be  understood;  translate  all  useful  information  to  br 
found  in  dead  languages  to  a  liring  speech:  gather  around  you 
teachers  in  every  language  under  heaven,  that  students  may  go 
from  honco  to  all  ])eoi)le.  and  feel  at  home;  and  as  fast  as  your 
means  will  permit,  erect  plain,  neat,  and  substantial  buildings;  and 
it't  all  your  expenditures  bo  upon  the  same  principle,  until  every 
individual  of  the  State  has  a  good  education,  and  teachers  are  free 
to  instruct  more;  and  gold  and  silver  are  so  plenty  in  your  coffers, 
you  know  not  what  to  do  with  it:  then  adorn  your  building  with 
diamonds  and  precious  stones,  and  make  your  apparatus  of  ivory 
.ind  gold. 

But  before  this  time  arrives,  you  wnll  need  a  few  hundred  mil- 
lions for  necessary  practical  purposes,  for  the  payment  of  teach- 
<-rs,  for  the  creation  and  furnishing  of  labratories,  and  philosophic 
•  •lucida  ions.  The  earlier  you  can  establish  an  observatory  on 
ihc  hill  tops  the  better;  and  if  you  can  get  near  enough  towards  the 
heavens,  on  mountain  heights,  or  by  telesco]~-e,  to  see  all  the  plan- 
ct.s  of  our  own  solar  system,  you  will  accomplish  a  work  long 
sought  for  by  the  learned  world,  but  souglit  in  vain.  Call  upon 
.ill  the  intuitive  intelligcncies  of  earth,  to  tlock  to  the  standard  of 
intelligence,  and  add  their  mites;  and  let  them  know  that  here 
iiitiy  can  be  free  to  comnnniicate  all  that  has  been  made  known 
to  them,  without  gainsaying  or  persecution. 

Raise  the  standard  of  intelligence  so  high  that  mortals  cannot 
•u'erreach  you,  and  make  the  asi-ent  so  gradual  and  easy  that  all 
may  attain  imlo  it;  for'ere  long  the  world  will  be  looking  to  your 
institution,  as  the  Q,uoen  of  science,  kings  and  nobles  will  become 
its  j)atrons,  their  sons  and  danghters  will  be  educated  under  your 
fostering  care,  and  from  iience  tlie  sun  of  science  will  impart  its 
;i;olden  beams  to  earth's  remotest  bounds. 

Wo  see  then  that  a  liberally  endowed  institution,  is  one  that  is 
:ib!c  and  every  way  qualified,  to  Atrnisli  free  instruction,  in  all  lan- 
ixuages,  arts,  science,  and  iutelligence,  to  all  men,  women  and 
<hildren,  who  are  looking,  or  have  a  right  to  look  to  the  same, 
for  the  means  of  exjwnding  their  physical  and  mental  powers,  un- 
til fhcy  are  all  (pialifiod  to  act  in  any  s))hero  of  life  where  God 
;md  duly  may  call  them;  and  <4' acquiring  all  the  intelligence  man 
i<;  capable  of  possessing  on  earth;  he  may  then  witli  ])ropriety  re- 
eeive  liis  honorary  diploma  on  real  merit,  and  soar  aloft  among  the 
(Jods,  where  he  may  enter  on  new  fieldsof  science,  enter  a  college 
f>f  far  more  liberal  endowments,  atid  progress  in  uitelligence 
ihrouiih  all  eternity  of  eternities. 


